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Martyn J. Pearson

53 Ashmead Road
Bedford

MK41 7GA
Tel. No. 01234 340473 (Home)

Tel. No. 01234 279587 (Office)
Tel. No. 07860 261991 (Mobile)
Email: martyn.pearson@hotmail.co.uk
Dear Boat Owner,

BEDFORD RIVER FESTIVAL 2012
On behalf of the Bedford Borough Council I would like to extend a cordial invitation for you and your boat to join us at the Bedford River Festival 2012 which this year will be held over the weekend of Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd July.
As always there will be plenty of fun and entertainment on and around both banks of the Upper and Lower Rivers in the centre of Bedford. However it is the boating fraternity that provides the centrepiece to the weekends celebrations. Therefore we hope that you will be able to attend and participate in Bedford’s biggest outdoor event.

If your boat can pass under the Town Lock Bridge (6’ 10” High) and navigate onto the Upper River, you will be able to moor and take part in the Grand Parade of Boats and enter the Decorated and Illuminated Boat Competitions. Prizes will be presented to the winners and runners up in the various classes (see overleaf for details). 

If you are unable to pass through the Town Lock onto the Upper River you are invited to moor on the Lower River. The moorings this year will be on both the north and south banks.

The section of the north bank between the Royal Engineers Bridge and the School Boat House inlet has in the past proved the most popular area for Lower River mooring. Therefore in an effort to make sure that we do not have overcrowded berths, the side on mooring spaces in this particular area will be allocated on a “first come first served” basis. (Doubling up or bow on mooring will be acceptable) However there are a number of moorings outside this area, which will still allow you to feel part of the festival.

If you are able to attend then please complete the attached entry form and return it to me as soon as possible. Moorings will be allocated on a “first come first saved” basis.
Martyn J Pearson

Harbour Master / River Events Manager

Bedford River Festival 2012
All moorings and entry to the various competitions and boat parades are free of charge. However to assist with mooring allocations and competition organisation, the attached Mooring Reservation / Entry Form must be completed and returned as soon as possible or at the latest by Monday 2nd July 2012
All boats attending and mooring at the festival should have valid insurance with a minimum third party cover of £3,000,000. In addition each boat should comply with Environment Agency Waterways Regulations and have adequate and sufficient fire fighting equipment. Completion of the entry form is deemed an acceptance of the details listed in this information sheet.
Acknowledgement of entry will be by letter prior to the event. On arrival at the festival site please report to the Harbour Masters Office (situated adjacent to the Town Lock) to obtain your mooring position and festival details. Only boats able to pass under the Town Lock Bridge (6’ 10” High) can moor on the Upper River and take part in the various boat parades and processions.

All boat owners are asked to abide by the Harbour Master’s instructions as to mooring positions and movement of craft throughout the festival weekend. It should also be noted that for Health & Safety reasons BBQ’s will unfortunately not be allowed on or around your boat whilst moored at the Festival site
Upper River Moorings

All boats moored on the Upper River are invited to take part in the Grand Parade of Boats on both days and whilst not compulsory all boat owners are actively encouraged to decorate their boats during the Grand Parade on the Saturday afternoon and the Illuminated Boat Procession on the Saturday evening. Trophies will be presented to the winners and runners up in the following two entry classes “Private Entries” and “Boat Club Entries.” There is not a theme this year so please feel free to use your imagination!!
Please note that there is an increasing demand each year to accommodate boats on the Upper River. All cruisers will therefore will be moored either stern or bow on unless a specific request is made for a side on mooring due to boat design or disability requirements. However side on moorings are limited and will be allocated on a strictly “first come first served” basis
Narrow boats and wide beam boats will for obvious reasons be moored side and may be asked to “breast up” with other boat owners. Bank side moorings are limited and like the cruisers will be allocated on a strictly “first come first served” basis.

Lower River Moorings

Boats unable to pass under the Town Lock Bridge are invited to moor on the Lower River. The moorings this year will be on both the north and south banks.

The section of the north bank between the Royal Engineers Bridge and the School Boat House inlet has in the past proved the most popular area for Lower River mooring. Therefore to avoid overcrowded berths, the side on mooring spaces in this particular area this year have been enlarged, reduced in number and will be allocated on a “first come first served” basis (rafting up or bow on mooring will be acceptable). However there are a number of moorings outside this area, which will still allow you to feel part of festival.

Navigation

Your attention is drawn to certain navigational limitations as follows:

	a) Offord Bridge


	Height 8’ 1”
	Normal Water

	b) Cardington Lock


	Width 10’ 3”
	Normal Water

	c) Cardington Lock Bridge & Guillotine


	Height 9’ 0”
	Normal Water

	d) Longholme Rail Bridge


	Height 7’ 6”
	Normal Water

	e) Royal Engineers Bridge


	Height 7’ 0”
	Normal Water

	f) Town Lock Bridge & Guillotine


	Height 6’ 10”
	Normal Water


To assist with navigation the level of the river will be reduced by approximately 6” at certain times prior, during and after the festival. Details of these times will be sent with the acknowledgement of entry.
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	Boat Mooring Reservation & Entry Form


BOAT DETAILS (Please Print Details)
	Boat Name


	


	Length
	Beam
	Draught
	Lowest Height
	Type of Boat

	
	
	
	
	


	Boat Registration 

Number
	
	Boat Home

Mooring Location
	


	How many Bedford River Festivals have you attended in the past?
	
	Arrival Day

Fri / Sat./ Sun
	
	Estimated Arrival
Time
	


MOORING DETAILS (Please Print Details)
	Upper or Lower River
Mooring
	


	I would like to be moored near / with or other requests

	


ENTRY DETAILS IF APPLICABLE (Please Tick Choice) 

	Event
	Grand Parade of Boats
	Yes
	No

	
	Decorated Boat Competition
	Yes
	No

	
	Illuminated Boat Procession
	Yes
	No


	Entry Class
	Private
	Yes
	No

	
	Boat Club
	Yes
	No


BOAT OWNERS DETAILS (Please Print Details)
	Name:


	

	Address:


	

	Tel. No. Day:


	

	Te. No. Evening:


	

	Mobile Tel. No. (For Text Information)


	

	Email Address:

	


Return via post  / email to: 
Martyn J Pearson 53 Ashmead Road Bedford MK41 7GA
Email: 



martyn.pearson@hotmail.co.uk
Telephone: 


01234 279587 (Daytime)

01234 340473 (Evenings & Weekends)
07860 261991 (Mobile)


















